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2012-13 Chapter Officers 
 
Presidents 

Tom & Sue Smith (Kari ‘16) 
tyssks@yahoo.com 

 
Vice Presidents 

Scot Sutschek (Kyle ‘15) 
icosootch@yahoo.com 

 
Secretary 

VACANT 
 

Treasurer 
Carlene Smith (Kendra ‘14) 

carlenedavid@sbcglobal.net 
 
Web Masters 

Peg Talbot (Ens Erin ‘13) 
ptpeg@aol.com 

 
Newsletter Editor 

VACANT 
 
Facebook Page Manager 

Bruce Talbot ( Ens, Erin ‘13) 
brucertalbot@aol.com 

 
 
Ways and Means 

Kathleen Harrison 
 

President’s Message 
We would like to begin the 
Presidents letter with a chorus of 
welcomes for the 19 Great Lakes 
members of the class of 2017. We 
wish them and all our USCGA 
cadets best wishes for a strong and 
successful academic year.  We 
also extend hearty congratulations 
for a job well done to the 17 newly 
commissioned ensigns from the 
Great class of 2013.   We hope to 
hear soon about all their 
endeavors. 
We wish to extend a special thank 
you to Peg and Bruce Talbot for 
their 2 years as Co-Presidents and 
their tireless work on behalf of the 
chapter. Their efforts, which 
included scheduling, hosting 
events, maintaining contacts, and 
especially chairman of the 
USCGA/USMMA co-hosted 
Northern Illinois All Academy 
Ball have provided countless 
benefits for our cadets & families.   
They are also willing to continue 
to maintain our Web and Face 
Book page and we are very 
grateful for this important 
contribution.  Another important 
contributor is Lt. James Dooley’s 
dad Jeff, who has published our 
chapter newsletter for many years.  
We have received a numerous 
compliments on his work.  Thank 
you, Jeff, for all of those 
‘professionally done’ newsletters!  
As he retires from this job, we will 
seek to continue this newsletter 
through new volunteers.  If you 
are familiar with Microsoft 
Publisher we need your help. 
In updating our activities this year, 
we had 5 Swabs and 1 Scholars 
Program candidate join us for our 
annual Swab Picnic. We were 
fortunate to meet all of them (less 
one) and their families in person at 

R-Day.  Our chapter had an 
incredibly successful sign-up for 
this year: We registered 19 
families, consisting of 11 men and 
8 women.  Because of recruiting 
efforts at out table on R-Day, we 
were able to extend our family to 
the states of Missouri and 
Nebraska, which means we now 
cover 8 States.  We extend a BIG 
welcome to those who joined us 
this year and thanks to those who 
helped our Great Lakes family 
grow! Just recently, we shared 
some of the stories of swab 
summer at our latest meeting in 
August. We again hope all the 
now 4/C cadets have a successful 
start to their first Academic term. 

GLPA Newsletter 
Summer 2013 Issue 
Published by the Great Lakes Chapter of the 
United States Coast Guard Academy Parents’ 
Association in August, January, and May. 

Something you’d like to see in 
the GLPA Newsletter? Send it 

in to brucertalbot@aol.com 
Submissions are always  

desired. I am the editor, but 
YOU are the reporters! 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
27-29 September 2013:   Parents’ 
Weekend on campus.  

17-20 October 2013: USCGA 
Home Coming events on campus. 

December All Academy Balls: 
Illinois– Dec. 28 Oak Brook, IL 
carlenedavid@sbcglobal.net 

Indianapolis– No date yet, 
USAFA parents hosting. 

Michigan– Dec.27 Troy, MI usa-
fapcempresident@gmail.com 

Minnesota– Dec. 28 Wayzata, 
MN pblazickp@comcast.net  

St. Louis– Dec 28 Hilton Ball 
Park hotel, Kathy Gatti 
kathg@buttermsi.com 

Wisconsin– Dec.27 Pewaukee, 
WI jcbrown@wi.rr.com 

18-19 January 2014 USCGA 
Glee Club visits Chicago! 

23-26 January 2014 Strictly Sail 
Chicago Show USCGA booth,  
brucertalbot@aol.com 

 



The Mission 
“The Leadership 44 project is one of the most important and exciting projects ever under-
taken at the Academy. Beyond that, one of the most important aspects of the program is 
that it creates a fundamental building block for cadet leadership training, which will be util-
ized by every single cadet – 100% – for the next two decades.”  

Bob Hallock ’72 Chair, Procurement Committee 
 
Putting cadets under sail is the best way to 
teach our future maritime officers the ways 
of the sea and for them to acquire a love for 
its lore. Under sail, the future officer gains a 
greater appreciation and respect for the 
wind, waves, and tides.  
 
Sailing craft also provide cadets with a valu-
able leadership experience – often their first 
experience at command and control at sea. 
A ship under sail tests the true character 
and mettle of a young officer and provides invaluable lessons on the importance of teamwork.  
 
The Coast Guard Academy’s fleet of coastal sail training craft, “the Luders,” are long past their prime and, if 
they are not soon replaced, the Academy will lose one of its most important platforms for leadership and 
character development.  
 
The Leadership 44 Campaign seeks to raise the funds needed to replace the aging Luders fleet, which has 
been used for the Coastal Sail Training Program (CSTP) for more than 40 years. The Leadership 44 
coastal sail training vessels  

 are the Superintendent’s top priority 

 are designed to be a floating leadership platform, providing Cadets a maritime experience that is 
difficult to recreate with large cutters 

 will be the primary platform for the 2/c Coastal Sail Training Program, which is considered by most 
cadets to be their seminal leadership experience while at the Academy 

 provide all cadets with small craft command and control, navigation, and seamanship experiences 

 will be used as an extension of the cadet barracks, with each cadet Company having access to, 
and responsibility for, its own boat 

 will extend the waterfront season, providing Cadets more time underway 

 will allow for standardization of the off-shore sailing program 

 will showcase the Coast Guard Academy as one of the premier waterfront facilities in the country 

 

Partners 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
 
Coast Guard Foundation 
 
CGA Parents Association  

USCGA LEADERSHIP 44 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Above information from www.cgaleadership44.org/mission.html 
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Many of us are looking forward to 
our Academy visit for Parents 
Weekend, which is Sept. 27-29.  
This provides an ideal opportunity 
to officially join the Parents 
Association, if you have not 
already done so.  The table for 
registration is normally right in the 
center of the Leamy Hall Lobby.  
We sincerely hope all Parents of 
the class of 2017 will finalize this 
process.  It is important that you 
designate the Great Lakes as your 
Chapter on the registration form.  
A portion of your dues goes a long 
way towards supporting our 
cadets, and provides us with the 
resources to conduct our meetings 
(Parent Gatherings).  This is the 
foundation for building and 
maintaining our network with each 
other. 
We would like to remind you of 
both the power and the value of 
volunteering in the Parents 
Association, and also gifting to the 
extent of your abilities.  While 
volunteering your time and talents 
can be at the national or local 
level, it generally begins with your 
local chapter.  It is both needed 
and appreciated.  As parents, we 
have all done the best job we 
could in preparing our daughters 
and sons for success. But,… the 
job is not done.  While they still 
need our encouragement, our 
listening ears, and our prayers; the 
Parents Association offers a 
wonderful opportunity to go 
beyond these efforts.  It provides a 
direct and current link with those 
who are part of the Academy 
experience.  We are able to see 
and learn from those who have 
gone before our cadets.  We also 
learn to empathize with, and guide 
those who follow. 
Our Great Lakes Chapter 
organization is always searching 
for ways to be inclusive to all 
within our large geographic area.  
Our motto: “Semper 
Gumby” (Always Flexible) keeps 
us open to new ideas.  We allow 
ourselves the ability to grow with 
and adapt to the formative process 
of our cadet Families.  As in any 
organization that thrives, we need 

(President’s Message from page 1)  individuals to step up and 
volunteer their time and especially 
their talents. We currently have 
openings for chapter secretary and 
newsletter editor.  At the end of 
this year we will be looking for a 
treasurer.  When activities might 
already find you at the Academy; 
our call for action can include your 
help in providing a couple of hours 
to staff our chapter table during 
events such as at Parents Weekend 
and R-Day. (Yes, it is really 
interesting to see it from the 
‘inside’ vantage point!) This is an 
opportunity to help with our 
fundraising (and it is not high 
pressure).  It is also an opportunity 
to meet and converse with other 
Great Lakes parents and families.  
In fact, you will all see a sign-up 
sheet circulated in an email soon – 
we encourage you to try starting 
your volunteer experience here! 
Be sure to let us know if you have 
any additional ideas for our 2014 
schedule or for the future.  We 
appreciate any input to help us to 
grow. 
In closing, we thank all of you for 
whatever you are doing or are 
considering to further our Sons 
and Daughters future in the finest 
branch of the military – The 
United States Coast Guard – and 
we wish all of those able to make 
the trip out for Parents Weekend a 
safe journey and a heartfelt 
Welcome! 

 

Tom & Sue Smith 
Class of 2016 Parents 
CGA GLPA Presidents 

 

GLPA Summer 2013 Newsletter 

Show Your 
Coast Guard 

Pride! 
Order Now at  
carlenedavid 

@sbcglobal.net 
 or 630-968-6761 

Cover Necklace 
Coast Guard Necklace 

Eagle Necklace 
Medallion Necklace 

Only 2 of these left!! Order 
quickly!! 
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Up-Coming Events 

USCGA Choral Group to Visit Chicago 
Put a SAVE THE DATE on your calendar:  The Fairwinds and Idlers (together called the Chorale) groups within 
the Coast Guard Academy Glee Club will be coming to Chicago on Martin Luther King weekend. They will have 
performances around the Chicago-land area January 18 & 19, 2014.  Performance venues and schedule are being 
worked on at this time.  Watch our Facebook page for the details on the Glee Club’s Chicago tour. We will also 
send out an E-mail alert to our Great Lakes Parents.  You see a preview on Friday of Parents Weekend as well as 
the National Anthem at the football game .  
The Great Lakes Chapter has contributed  three new members of the Glee Club:  Abby Culp, Miranda Fay, and 
Phillip Gurtler.  The USCGA Cadet Glee Club is a select group of forty men and women chosen from the Corps of 
Cadets by audition. This group specializes in the performance of patriotic music and songs of the sea. The Glee 
Club's director and musical arranger is Dr. Robert G. Newton, Director of Cadet Vocal Music at the United States 
Coast Guard Academy.   
The Glee Club travels annually to 
entertain people throughout the  
country.  In the past the Glee Club  
has performed at Disneyworld and  
the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade 
in New York City. The group has also 
performed for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
as well as for numerous Presidential 
Inaugurations.   

 
 

Parents weekend is an 
exciting on-campus event for 
parents and a much needed 
break from the pressures of 
cadet life at the academy.  Here 
are some tips to make the most 
of Parents Weekend 2013. 

1). Plan on arriving on 
Thursday afternoon or evening 
rather than Friday.  Parents are 
allowed to shadow their cadets 
to Friday classes but if you are 
flying into New England you 
will probably not arrive at the 
academy until after noon.   
Arriving Thursday will allow 
you to sit in on the morning 
classes and have lunch with 
your cadet.  Your cadet will be 
happy too because they do not 
have to march in formation to 
their classes (known as making 
a bus) if their parents are walk-
ing along side. 

Parents Weekend On Campus 
September 27-29 2013 

 2). If you have not done 
so yet make your airlines and 
hotel reservations NOW!  Hotels 
in the New London/Mystic area 
will sellout for parents weekend 
so procrastinators can be faced 
with long commutes to the acad-
emy from distant hotels. Check 
the USCGA Alumni web site for 
hotels in the area that offer a 
USCGA room rate.  These rates 
are often significantly below the 
lowest rates published on the 
hotel web site.  You must call the 
hotel front desk and ask for the 
“Coast Guard Academy Rate”. 
 3). Plan on attending the 
football game.  The scuttlebutt 
(nautical slang for a rumor) has it 
that cadets will be required to 
attend the game this year for  
esprit de corp. This is de rigueur 
at the other service academies.  

 4). Be sure to stop by 
the Great Lakes table in Leamy 
Hall to say hi and purchase one 
of our great USCGA jewelry 
items. We will have a new 
Coast Guard zipper pull along 
with out other great pieces at 
our table. Remember, all pro-
ceeds go to support our Great 
Lakes cadets. 
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Madeline Blackburn 
Lake Orion, MI 
CGC Northland 
Portsmouth, VA 

Stephanie Bugyis 
Munster, IN 

CGC Polar Star 
Seattle, WA 

Karli Collins 
Delavan, WI 
CGC Maple 
Sitka, AK 

Curtis J. Hayes 
Maurice, IA 

CGC Mobile Bay 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 

Benjamin Hinchman 
Loveland, OH 
CGC Vigilant 

Patrick AFA, FL 

Jared D. Ische 
Iron Mountain, MI 

Flight School 
Pensacola, FL 

Terri Jozsa 
Tinley Park, IL 
CGC Spencer 
Boston, MA 

Kimberly Kopcak 
Westlake, OH 

CGC Confidence 
Patrick AFA, FL 

Brennan Lee 
Edina, MN 

CGC Resolute 
St. Petersburg, FL 

Karen Matic 
Oswego, IL 

CGC Mackinaw 
Cheboygan, WI 

Eric Oredson 
Anoka, MN 

Flight School 
Pensacola, FL 

Lydia Roets 
Watertown, WI 
CGC Decisive 

Pascagoula, MS 
Rachel Rychtanek 

Elgin, IL 
Flight School 
Pensacola, FL 

John Schultz 
Naperville, IL 
CGC Stratton 
Alameda, CA 

Erin Talbot 
Bolingbrook, IL 

Sector: Prevention 
New Orleans, LA 

Catherine Walker 
Dearborn Heights, MI 

Sector: Prevention 
San Francisco, CA 

Maxwell Walker 
Traverse City, MI 
CGC Chandeleur 
Ketchikan, AK 

Timothy Wyderko 
West Bloomfield, MI 

CGC Dependable 
Cape May, NJ 

Congratulations to the 2013 Great Lakes CGA Graduates 

These outstanding new officers will all be presented U.S. flags flown over the CGC Eagle as a token of 
the Great Lakes Parents’ Association’s respect and appreciation for their hard work over the past four 
years. Bravo Zulu!! 

Tyler Carlsgaard 
Mahtomedi, MN 

Hannah Delguercio 
Edgerton, WI 

Miranda Fay 
Avon, IN 

John Glick 
O’Fallon, IL 

Phillip Gurtler 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

Makenzy Karnehm 
Marquette, MI 

Monica Luebke 
Madison, WI 

Drew Mathias 
Durant, IA 

Madison Milling 
Springfield, IL 

Liam Otto 
Rock Island, IL 

Allany Pena 
Elmwood Park, IL 

Andrew Pudelek 
Winthrop Harbor, IL 

Emma Saunders 
LaGrange, IL 

Erica Toukhanian 
Troy, MI 

Devon Zych 
Oswego, IL 

   

Welcome to the CGA Class of 2017 Great Lakes Cadets 

The following Great Lakes students have accepted an appointment to the USCGA Class of 2017. This list is accu-
rate as of May 6, 2013, and includes several “conditional appointments” which means the applicant has a full ap-
pointment pending the outcome of a medical test or other paper-work requirement. Several of the members of this 

list are going to Prep-School as part of their appointment. :  
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Parent Events 

June Swab Family Picnic 
Station Michigan City, Indiana 

July USCGA ALDER Picnic Cruse 
Chicago-Mackinaw Sail Boat Race 

The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter 
ALDER hosted the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the Parents Association 
for a picnic cruise during the start of 
the famous Chicago-Mackinac 
Island Sail Boat Race.  Parents 
boarded the 225’ sea-going multi-
mission buoy tender at Chicago’s 
Navy Pier and sailed out into Lake 
Michigan to support the nearly 300 
sail boats starting the race.  Many 
parents had their first opportunity to 
sail on a major Coast Guard asset 
engaged in an actual fleet mission.  
Tours of the ship were given by 
crew members including the very  

impressive electronics of 
the bridge.  Parents also 
had an opportunity to 
talk with both enlisted 
and officers on the ship 
to learn what life was 
like out in the fleet. 

Parents were offered a choice of Panera box lunches, which were 
sold by the chapter, or to bring a sack lunch from home.  Our box 
lunch sales raised much needed money for the chapter’s activities 
to support the Great Lakes cadets at the academy.  As we 
streamed back to Navy Pier after the last heat of racers was safely 
underway, parents were treated to a low fly-by of a HH-65 Dol- 

phin rescue helicop-
ter!  Before we dis-
embarked the ship at 
the end of the day, 
the parents “passed 
the hat” and made a 
sizable donation to 
the crew’s moral 
fund. We hope you 
can join us next July 
for our annual parent 
cruse! 

Photos by parent Carlene Smith 

Our annual business meeting, fondly known as the Swab Family 
Picnic was held on June 8, 2013 at Coast Guard Station Michigan 
City, Indiana.  Six Great Lakes academy appointees were able to 
join us: Devon Zych of Oswego, IL; Hanna Delguercio of Edgar-
ton, WI; Drew Mathias of Durant, IA; Erica Ruffner of Holland, 
MI; Miranda Fay of Avon, IA; and Emma Saunders of LaGrange, 
IL (one “swab to be” had to leave before the photo was taken).   
1/c Kenda Smith from Lisle, Illinois, was able to talk to the new 

appointees over 
the phone from 
her summer duty 
station in New 
London, CT. 

During the business meeting, the ceremonial “Passing of the 
Gumby” from out going presidents Peg and Bruce Talbot was 
presented to new presidents Sue and Tom Smith. Semper Gumby 
reminds all parents to “be flexible, be of good cheer, and raise a 
helping hard to other parents in the chapter.”   
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Great Lakes 2013 graduate Ensign Maxwell 
Walker participated in a Coast Guard first.  He and his 
new ship the 110 foot Island Coast Guard Class Cutter  
CHANDELEUR took the smallest ship ever assigned 
a mission above the Arctic Circle. The mission was to 
test the ability of a smaller ship to handle the pounding 
of the Arctic now that the old WW-II era Cutter 
ACUSHNET has been retired leaving Alaska with no 
large Coast Guard Cutter.  The CHANDELEUR has 
been reassigned from Hawaii to fill the absence left by 
the retirement of the ACUSHNET.  Ensign Walker 
graduated with a degree in Naval Architecture and 
passed his Professional Engineer Exam prior to gradu-
ating USCGA in 2013.  The 40-day patrol left on its 
4,000 mile journey on June 21 and included a sailing 
right past Russian held islands. This was Maxwell’s 

first cross-
ing of the 
Arctic  
Circle, so 
he was 
given the 
Blue Nose 
and other 
customs of 
a new Arc-
tic Sailor on 
this trip up 
north.   

Great Lakes  
Chapter Cadet 1/C  
Kendra Smith of Lisle, 
Illinois has been ap-
pointed to the cadet regi-
mental staff for the fall 
semester.  Kendra came 
to USCGA from the Illi-
nois Mathematics and 
Science Academy in 
Aurora, Illinois. Con-
gratulations, Kendra!   
 
Several other Great 
Lakes Chapter Cadets 
have been named to the 
regimental staff for the 
fall semester. 1/c Kelsey 
DePorto of  Frankfort, 
IL and 1/c Jake Mueller 
of  Wisconsin were ap-
pointed to leadership 
roles within the corps of 
cadets.  Jake will serve 
as the Executive Officer 
of Foxtrot Company. 

 

 

 
like to have additional help and if you are able to serve 

it would be appreciated.  It 
would be good if we could 
have one person for each 
ball who would be willing 

to mail invitations to the Coast Guard Academy fami-
lies. 
  
To get involved please see the first page of this newslet-
ter for all the contact information. 

GLPA Summer 2013 Newsletter 

Our Graduates in the Fleet Cadet Regimental Staff Named 

Planning is underway for this year’s all academy 
balls.  This evening is a night of dinner and dancing 
with military flair.  Cadets and midshipmen dress in 
their formal uniforms and parents, siblings, and friends 
join in their fancy attire.  The balls include all 5 ser-
vice academies:  U.S. Military Academy, U.S. Naval 
Academy, U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy, and  Coast Guard Academy. There 
are 6 balls across the Great Lakes parents region. You 
will receive an invitation (if you don’t, contact person 
listed) to your local ball but you are welcome to attend 
any of the balls that fit your schedule or location. 

The Northern Illinois ball has been where our group 
has been the most active and Tom and Susan Smith, 
Scott and Michelle Sutschek, Pat Ludewig, and Car-
lene Smith serve as the Coast Guard representatives on 
the 2013 planning committee. The Navy parents group 
is in charge of the Northern Illinois ball planning for 
2013 and we and the other ball committees would 

December 2013 All Academy Balls 
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Several families met for lunch at 
the American Legion Hall in 
Grand Haven, Michigan, during 
Coast Guard festival.  If you have 
not been to this festival, you must 
schedule!  We toured the ships and 
were excited to meet Ensign Karen Matic  serving on “Big Mac”.  She 
really enjoys her fleet experience and was happy to see familiar faces.  

 
 
 

GLPA Summer 2013 Newsletter 

GREAT LAKES SUMMER PARENT EVENTS 

August Family Luncheon 
Coast Guard Festival 

Grand Haven, Michigan 

August Swab Summer Debrief 
Station Calumet Harbor, Chicago, Illinois. 

Ensign Karen Matic of Oswego, 
Illinois, Class of 2013, serving on 

board the Cutter MACKINAW 
during her port call at the Coast 
Guard Festival in Grand Haven, 

Michigan. 

At our August picnic at Station Cal Harbor the Great Lakes chapter received 
a very nice thank you letter and photograph signed by the crew of the Cutter 
ALDER for our personal contributions (no club funds were used) to the 
ship’s moral fund during our July cruise off Chicago’s Navy Pier.   
During the business meeting. we voted to support the six area military balls 
with up to a $50 contribution to help cover the cost of printing and mailing 
invitations and to purchase a Coast Guard flag for each ball location.  
After our luncheon and business meeting, the parents were given a tour of the 
station’s newest 45-foot response boat.  

We hope you can attend next year as 
the senior parents shared tips for 
making the four years at the acad-
emy a little better experience and the 
“Swab Parents” were able to share 
their feeling about starting this life 
changing experience.   
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R-DAY WEEKEND 2013 

Bears Sporting News 

Congratulations to Cadet Kelsey 
DePorto and the USCGA Volleyball 
team (Kelsey DePorto records 
1,000th kill; Volleyball sweeps at 
Brandeis University Invite). Well 
done, ladies! Kelsey is a Great 
Lakes cadet from Lincoln - Way 
East High School in Frankfort 
(Chicago area) Illinois. 
 
The Mens XC Team posted a 3rd 
Place Finish at the Smith College 
Invitational! Great Lakes Cadets: 
Joe O'Connell, a Firstie from Edina, 
MN placed 6th for the Team and 
19th overall, and 2/C Brad Pienta, 
 of Troy, MI, placed 3rd for the 
Team, 15th overall! 
Way to go, Guys! 

A Great Lakes Cadet finished in 
the Top 5 for Women’s Cross 
Country - Congratulations to 3/C 
Carrie Smith, of Downers Grove, 
Illinois., on a great Finish in her 
first XC race in her Life! She 
Came in 4th for the Team, with the 
top 5 scores for each Team count-
ing towards Placement. Over all 
the Coast Guard Team placed 3rd 
out of 18 Teams competing.  

Kelsey DePorto  

Tom and Sue Smith, Scott and 
Michelle Sutschek and David and 
Carlene Smith attended the R-day 
2013 events representing the 
Great Lakes Chapter. All except 
one of our new great lakes fami-
lies stopped at our table, some 
stopped multiple times. We had 
others stop and say they wanted to 
be part of the chapter - from the 
Kansas City area and from  
Nebraska. We also sold our 
 famous necklaces to help raise 
needed funds for our projects to 
support our cadets at the academy. 
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Coast Guard News & Newsletter Links  

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics, and 
audio:  http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Proceedings:  http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 
♦ Coast Guard Magazine:  http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 
♦ The Reservist:  http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 
♦ Seapower Magazine:  http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 
♦ Coast Guard News Channel:  http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 
♦ Navy Times:  http://www.navytimes.com/ 
♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety:  www.USCGboating.org 
♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP":  http://www.teamcoastguard.org 
♦ Maritime Safety:  http://homeport.uscg.mil 

 
Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia:  http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/
officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales:  http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 
♦ USO Web Site – A key resource for all military personnel:  http://www.uso.org/ 
♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard:  http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 
♦ Coast Guard awards and medals:  http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 
♦ The Service Academies:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 
♦ Washington Post military index:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/

military.htm 
♦ Military School:  http://www.military-school.org/ 
♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.:  http://www.military-net.com/ 

 
Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links  

♦ US Coast Guard Academy – "THE" home page:  http://www.uscga.edu/ 
♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association:  http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 
♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System – Shopping!:  http://www.shopcoastguard.com/  (There 

are also LOTS of CG items on E-bay — check it out!) 
♦ Critical Academy Dates:  http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 
♦ USCG Auxiliary – National home page for the Auxiliary:  http://www.cgaux.org/ 
♦ DOD Installations:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 
♦ "Semper Paratus", the official Coast Guard song:  http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 
♦ History of Coast Guard Day:  http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 
♦ U.S. Coast Guard – Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service":  http://www.uscg.mil/ 
♦ CG Work-Life Program:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 
♦ Coast Guard Wives:  http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 
♦ Coast Guard units:  http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association:  www.cwoauscg.org 
♦ Chief Petty Officer Association:  http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 
♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History:  www.fcgh.org/ 

 
Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links  

♦ CoastieChicks.net – Support for CG Spouses:  http://coastiechicks.net/ 
♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 
♦ Fred's Place – Dedicated to U.S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those 

Who Served", Coast Guard SPARs, and past or present civilian co-workers:  http://
www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation:  http://www.coastguardfoundation.org 
♦ Title 14, United States Code:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 
♦ Federal Agencies – a pretty complete listing:  http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/index.html 
♦ Naval and Maritime Links:  http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Useful Links (continued) 
 
Other Military Academy Parent Associations  

♦ USNA Parents Network:  http://www.usna.org/ 
♦ West Point Parents Net:  http://www.west-point.org/ 
♦ USAFA Parents Clubs:  http://www.usafa.af.mil/superintendent/development/parentsclubs.asp 
♦ USMMA Parents Association:  http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 
♦ NAPS Parents Page:  http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

 
Fun Coast Guard Links  

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page:  http://www.laesser.org/ 
♦ Kids Corner – Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/

mail.htm 
♦ Trivia quiz:  http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-

173127.html 

GLPA Summer 2013 Newsletter 

The USCG Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the USCG. It 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard 
(except law enforcement and combat). Our duties include 
surface patrols (safety, search & rescue, pollution, re-
gatta); air patrols; vessel safety checks on boats; teaching 
safe boating classes; speaking to children about safe 
swimming & safe boating; visiting marine dealers & others 

to spread information about boating regulations; pollution; Homeland Security; recruiting students for 
the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy; radio watch standing at USCG stations; cooking for 
the crew at USCG stations; and supporting the USCG in any way we can. Since 9-11 the USCG and the 
Auxiliary have come under the Department of Homeland Security and we have been asked to perform 
more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming extra 
eyes and ears. Go to www.cgaux.org for more info. 

Want to feed your cadet? Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” 
and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or Ensign Edibles for more information. As you can 

see, there’s a lot of great information available on this site. 

Mission Statement of the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization 
which exists for the sole purpose of support-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its 
Corps of Cadets. It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and 
women to apply for appointments as ca-
dets 

• to promote communication between par-
ents, cadets, and the Academy admini-
stration 

• and to make known to its membership the 
opportunities for participating in Academy 
and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association web-
site is on the CGA Parents’ Association web-
site at http://www.cgaalumni.org/s/1043/
index.aspx?sid=1043&gid=1&pgid=1293. 
The purpose of the site is to provide a re-
source of information on meetings, newslet-
ters, meeting minutes, directions to meet-
ings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard 
Academy information and a place to see our 
cadets and the quality of their achievements. 
Cadets and their families have found the site 
to be interesting regardless of their level of 
progress through the Academy. Also be sure 
to join us on Facebook:  “Great Lakes Par-
ents Association United States Coast Guard 
Academy”, http://www.facebook.com/
groups/97045912413/ 



Apply today on-line at http://www.usaa.com 
You do not need to be a veteran to apply. 
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